
New Mexico State University
College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Music

MUSIC THEORY IV - MUSC 2461

COURSE SYLLABUS - SPRING 2024

INSTRUCTOR
Lon W. Chaffin, Ph.D.
lchaffin@nmsu.edu
575-646-2421

COURSE WEBSITE
http://www.lcsproductions.net/MUSC2461/MUSC-2461.html
NOTE:  This course does not use CANVAS.  All information will be accessible through 
     the course website noted above.  All correspondence will be through regular NMSU 
     email

MATERIALS
Textbook - Music Theory IV  by Lon W. Chaffin  (available on the course website)
An electronic device (laptop, tablet, etc.) that can interact with the web during class
Printed quiz answer sheets (available on the course website) and a pencil

DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
This course considers the compositional vocabulary, musical structure, and analytical 
techniques from the late 19th century through the 20th century.  Emphasis will be given to 
the various movements of the 20th century, along with the compositional styles and 
techniques of the significant composers associated with those movements.

COURSE ORGANIZATION
• The first part of each week will consist of classroom instruction, exam review, homework 

review, and class discussion 
• At the end of each week the student will have an opportunity to demonstrate his/her 

comprehension of the material on an exam

TOPICS TO BE COVERED
Other Types of Modulation		 	 	 	        	 	       	        


	 Extended Tertian Harmony		 	 	 	        	 	       	        

	 Polytonality	 	 	 	 	 	 	         	 	     	 	      

	 Alternative Scale Structure   

	 Non-tertian Harmony

	 Texturalism

	 Timbralism

	 Twelve-tone Technique	 	 	 	 	       	 	     	 	      

	 Set Theory	 	 

	 20th-Century Movements

	 	 Impressionism

	 	 Primitivism

	 	 Expressionism


http://www.lcsproductions.net/MUSC2461/MUSC-2461.html


	 (20th-Century Movements, cont’)		 

	 	 Neoclassicism

	 	 Serialism

	 	 Indeterminacy / Aleatoric Music

	 	 Minimalism

	 	 Electronic Music / Musique Concrete	 	 	 	 	     	 	     
	 	      

GRADING

Weekly Quizzes/Daily Assignments - 60% of the final grade
Final Exam - 40% of the final grade

All assignments and quizzes are due at the time scheduled.  Any work submitted after the due 
date will be given the grade of 0 (zero) and will be averaged in as such.  Any exceptions will 
need to be worked out with the professor BEFORE the assignment or quiz is scheduled.  
If illness or an unavoidable incident is an issue, the student must contact the instructor as soon 
as possible to arrange a time to make up the assignment/quiz.  If the student informs the 
instructor before the due date, the assignment will be due as soon as the student returns to 
class.  If a quiz is missed, the student will need to make it up as soon as possible and not more 
than one week after the absence.  One week after the student returns to class, if the work is not 
completed, a grade of 0 (zero) will be recorded for that work.

FINAL EXAM
Monday, May 6 - 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

Students who are late for exams are a disruption to the testing process.  Therefore, this final 
exam will begin promptly at 10:30 am.  At that time, the classroom doors will be locked and no 
late-comers will be allowed to enter the room.  You are strongly encouraged to be in the 
classroom early and not run the risk of being late and having the grade of 0 (zero) recorded for 
your final exam.



Academic Misconduct 

Academic and non-academic misconduct: The Student Code of Conduct defines academic misconduct, 
non- academic misconduct and the consequences or penalties for each. The Student Code of Conduct is 
available in the NMSU Student Handbook online: 
http://studenthandbook.nmsu.edu/ 

Academic misconduct is explained here: 
http://studenthandbook.nmsu.edu/student-code-of-conduct/academic-misconduct/ 

Discrimination and Disability Accommodation 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act 
(ADA) covers issues relating to disability and accommodations. If a student has questions or needs an 
accommodation in the classroom (all medical information is treated confidentially), contact:

Disability Access Services 
Corbett Center Student Union Room 208  
Aaron Salas, Director 
575-646-6840  
das@nmsu.edu

New Mexico State University, in compliance with applicable laws and in furtherance of its commitment to 
fostering an environment that welcomes and embraces diversity, does not discriminate on the basis of 
age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity, genetic information, national origin, race, religion, 
retaliation, serious medical condition, sex (including pregnancy), sexual orientation, spousal affiliation, or 
protected veteran status in its programs and activities, including employment, admissions, and 
educational programs and activities.  Inquiries may be directed to the Laura Castille, Executive Director, 
Title IX and ADA/Section 504 Coordinator, Office of Institutional Equity, P.O. Box 30001, E. 1130 
University Avenue, Las Cruces, NM 88003; 575.646.3635; 575-646-7802 (TTY); equity@nmsu.edu.

Title IX prohibits sex harassment, sexual assault, intimate partner violence, stalking and retaliation. For 
more information on discrimination or Title IX, or to file a complaint contact: 

Executive Director and Title IX Coordinator 
Office of Institutional Equity (OIE) - O'Loughlin House, 1130 University Avenue  
Phone: (575) 646-3635  
E-mail: equity@nmsu.edu  
Website: equity.nmsu.edu

Other NMSU Resources:
NMSU Police Department 575-646-3311 www.nmsupolice.com
Aggie Health & Wellness (Medical and Counseling Services 575-646-1512 www.wellness.nmsu.edu

NMSU Dean of Students 575-646-1722

For Emergencies 911

http://equity.nmsu.edu
https://www.nmsupolice.com/
https://wellness.nmsu.edu/


  

   v.8122021 

COVID-19 Expectations and the Crimson Commitment 
 
You are expected to comply with all university requirements and expectations regarding mask-wearing, 
vaccination, and testing, or you should not enroll in in-person course sections. Please do not come to 
class if you are feeling sick; communicate with your instructor about making up any missed classes.  
 
Mask requirements for all students 
All students, regardless of vaccination status, must wear a mask while indoors on any NMSU system 
campus. Any changes to this guidance will be posted online at now.nmsu.edu/plan/key-updates-and-
quick-reference.html. Students seeking an exception to the mask-wearing requirement should contact 
the Dean of Students Office at 575-646-1722. 
 
Vaccination and testing protocols 
Students and employees at all NMSU locations who will be on campus for any reason will provide proof 
of COVID-19 vaccination or proof of a weekly negative COVID-19 test beginning Sept. 30, 2021. More 
information about how to submit your proof of vaccination or proof of testing will be provided before 
Sept. 30. 
 
The Crimson Commitment 
All students will acknowledge the Crimson Commitment at my.nmsu.edu.  
I commit to myself and other Aggies. I will: 

 Get vaccinated for COVID-19 by Sept. 30, 2021, or submit weekly proof of a negative COVID-
19 test if I will be on campus for any reason 

 Monitor myself for symptoms of COVID-19  
 Report to the Aggie Health & Wellness Center or another medical professional if I have 

symptoms of COVID-19 or other communicable illness 
 Wash my hands often with soap and water and/or use hand sanitizer 
 Wear a mask and keep my distance as directed by the latest university guidance  
 Stay home if I feel ill or have been around someone ill 
 Report a positive case online at now.nmsu.edu and participate in contact tracing if called 
 Keep up to date with the latest guidance from experts at NMSU, the NM Department of 

Health, and the CDC. 
I will abide by these practices throughout the year: 

 I will not use vaccine status or mask-wearing to discriminate against my classmates, instructors, 
or NMSU staff members in any way. 

 I will follow instructions regarding seating in campus classrooms. 
 I will speak to my instructor if I have concerns about social distancing or wearing a mask during 

class. 
 If I am unable to attend an in-person class session due to symptoms of COVID-19 or another 

illness, I will communicate with my instructor ahead of time. 
If I am unwilling to comply with COVID-safe practices:  

 I will talk to my academic advisor about enrolling in online course sections, if available, or 
disenrolling from fall coursework. (Disenrolling will impact financial aid, housing, etc.) 

 
Stay informed about COVID-19 at NMSU 
More information about the NMSU system’s COVID-19 response can be found at now.nmsu.edu. In 
addition, updates are available to students and their families through many communication channels. 
Links to visit or subscribe are available at now.nmsu.edu/plan/communication-and-information-
sharing.html. 



Important University Dates



To receive any grades in this class you must complete and submit the 
Syllabus Agreement form (linked on the course website). 

It is due before the next class meeting (Friday, January 19, 2024).


